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Enrollment takes a plunge from last year’s record 


By Anthony Williams 
Staff Writer 

While there are always 
fewer students enrolled at 
TJC in the spring semester 
than in the fall, it would ap¬ 
pear that enrollment is down 
about three percent, com¬ 
pared to last year Registrar 
Trey Hattaway said. 

At press time, official en¬ 


rollment figures for the 
spring semester had not yet 
been compiled, but 
Hattaway said he would not 
be surprised to see a decline. 

“Enrollment appears to be 
down statewide,” Hattaway 
said, “at least the preliminary 
numbers are.” 

TJC even extended regis¬ 
tration to make up for low 


numbers. 

“For whatever reason, 
there were more people at 
late registration this year,” 
Hattaway said, “maybe 
more people waiting till the 
last minute.” 

Late registration was 
scheduled to end at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 12, but continued until 
5 p.m. Jan. 13 to handle the 


demand. Hattaway said an 
estimated 2,300 to 2,400 stu¬ 
dents registered that 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
and another 200 enrolled on 
Friday. 

Although it’s anyone’s 
guess exactly why enroll¬ 
ment would be down, 
Hattaway said it’s likely the 
economy. 


“When it’s bad, people 
come back to school, 
whether it be for a computer 
class in applied sciences or 
for EMT classes. (Enroll¬ 
ment) rises when employ¬ 
ment is down,” Hattaway 
said. “Right now, though, 
the economy is good, and 
when it’s good, college en¬ 
rollment tends to decline.” 


New dean talks about plans for improving student life 


By Miranda Nelson 
Editor 

Dean of Students Dr. Aus¬ 
tin Lane has many plans for 
enhancing student life. 

He hopes to bring back 
Greek sororities and frater¬ 
nities, create living and 
learning communities on 
campus, increase the number 
of student organizations and 
organize a Dean of Students 
Advisory Council, among 
other goals. 

The Dean of Students Ad¬ 
visory Council, or DSAC, 
will bring a cross section of 
students to meet with him 
every month over lunch and 
express their concerns and 
feelings about TJC. 

“I want to hear exactly 
what they think about their 
experience here,” he said. 

Dr. Lane said his job is 
similar to an assistant prin¬ 
cipal in high school. “I am 
here to listen to grievances 
and concerns of students and 
to create a vibrant student life 
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Dr. Austin Lane brings experience as a Dean of Students to TJC. He plans to meet with a cross section of 
students to address concerns. Dr. Lane also hopes to increase the number of student organizations. 


environment,” he said. 

He also asks students to 
get involved with college. “I 
encourage students to get in¬ 
volved with student organi¬ 
zations, become a member of 
Student Senate and attend 
athletic events, etc,” he said. 

Dr. Lane brings a back¬ 
ground of almost 10 years as 
the dean of students at the 
University of Texas at Ar¬ 
lington. 

A native of Hackensack, 
N.J., Dr. Lane attended 
Odessa Junior College and 
then moved on to Langston 
University in Langston, O.K. 
where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. He 
also earned a master’s degree 
from the University of Okla¬ 
homa, and continued study at 
Walden University for his 
doctorate. 

Dr. Lane encourages stu¬ 
dents to come in to his of¬ 
fice and meet him. “I have 
an open door,” Dr. Lane said. 
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Online dating participants need to act with caution 


By Miranda Nelson 
Editor 

With technology’s effects on so¬ 
ciety, it’s no surprise that dating ritu¬ 
als would change as well. 

Online dating has become a popu¬ 
lar method for busy singles to meet 
new people. Web sites such as 
match.com and eharmony.com offer 
personals from people all over the 
world as well as features to help 
singles find their ideal partner. 

According to match.com, one of 
the largest online dating sites, con¬ 
tains millions of profiles. Since 1995 
this process has created hundreds of 



thousands of relationships for its 
members. 

The site includes free sign-up 
where people can add their profile 
and a picture to a large list of per¬ 
sonals. After a profile is created, 
browsing personals is fairly simple. 
Using several search methods, 
match.com offers many categories to 
aid the search for a perfect match. 

Even though these features are 
free, sending messages to other 
members is not. One month costs 
$29.99, three months $16.99 per 
month and six months $12.99 per 
month. 

Another popular online dating site 
is eharmony.com. When visitors 
sign-up they set a free personality 
profile to help match them with com¬ 
patible partners. A free compatibil¬ 
ity report comes with sign-up, but 
after going through all of the free 
features, members cannot contact 
other members without paying for 
the service. 


To communicate with other mem¬ 
bers, registered visitors must pick a 
plan. They can choose one-month, 
three-month, six-month or one year 
plans. 

Other ways of meeting people 
online include chat rooms, message 
boards and instant messengers. 
These methods are the cheapest ways 
to find a date, but also the most time- 
consuming. 

Participants choose chat room or 
message board with a specific topic 
of interest where they may run into 
people who may not live in the area. 

After people get online and start 
chatting,things can go very well. 
They may want to meet, but here 
they need to be very cautious, be¬ 
cause a lot of people in cyberspace 
only want to find people to hurt. 
They will lie so well it will be hard 
to tell the truth from the lie. 

Guidelines to meeting people 
from the internet face-to-face in¬ 
clude: 


Talk by phone before meeting - 

Get to know the person before rush¬ 
ing out to meet them. It’s easier to 
tell what a person maybe like after a 
phone conversation. 

Ask for a photo - This gives a 
little more insight into the person 
you’re talking to, and gives an idea 
of what the person looks like before 
you meet them. 

Always meet in a public place 
such as. a restaurant or a mall. 

Meeting in a populated place adds 
to your safety. Predators will avoid 
doing anything harmful when 
they’re surrounded by other people. 



clipart.com 


‘Five Love Languages’ offers wjays to improve relationships 


By Jennifer Salsgiver 
Staff Writer 

“The Five Love Languages” by 
Dr. Gary Chapman offers insights 
into how individuals recognize and 
receive expressions of love. 

“Throughout all my counseling, I 
found that truly connecting with a 
loved one came down to one simple 
fact: you need to know and speak his 
or her love language. A love lan¬ 
guage is the way we express our de¬ 
votion and commitment, and it can 
DC learned or changed to touch the 

ii ,. i . iii u i m . I II . 


hearts of our partners,” Chapman 
explaines in his book subtitled “How 
to Express Heartfelt Commitment to 
your Mate.” 

The following are “love lan¬ 
guages” Chapman explains in his 
book: words of affmnation, receiv¬ 
ing gifts, quality time, acts of seiwice, 
and physical touch. “Love lan¬ 
guages” apply to and affect relation¬ 
ships with significant others, sib¬ 
lings, friends, children and parents. 

An example of how “love lan¬ 


guages” are displayed would be a 
child whose parents say “I love you” 
everyday, but the child still does not 
believe he or she is loved. Although 
the parents may be showing love, the 
child does not perceive it if “words 
of affirmation” are not the best way 
he or she receives love. A young 
child may feel loved when Dad 
spends “quality time” with the child 
playing basketball or when Mom 
watches a movie with him if his pri¬ 
mary “love language” is “quality 


time”. Some individuals receive all 
forms of love well, while others re¬ 
ceive best from specific forms. 

Chapman addresses the longing 
humans have to feel loved. He pre¬ 
sents his book as a guide to simplify 
and create practical solutions to heal 
damaged relationships. Over the past 
14 years. Moody Publishers has sold 
more than three million copies of 
“The Five Love Languages.” For 
more information visit: 
www.fivelovelanguages.com. 
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Black History Month honors more than Dr. King 

By Mikosha Phoenix 
Staff Writer 


When we think of Black 
History, we automatically 
think of Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Rosa Parks, but 
American history is rich with 
many others who have 
helped mold this nation. 

Coretta Scott King, 1928- 
2006, is most famous for be¬ 
ing the spouse of famed civil 
right’s leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

After her husband’s assas¬ 
sination, King, who died Jan. 
31, dedicated her life ensur¬ 
ing her husband’s dream of 
equality would come true. In 
1969 she established the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Cen¬ 
ter for Nonviolent Social 
Change, as a memorial to his 
dream. 

In January 1986, she 
worked to make her 
husband’s birthday a national 
holiday which is celebrated 


globally today. 

Over the years she contin¬ 
ued to fight against injustice 
while lending her support to 
democracy movements 
worldwide. 

“Mrs. King was a remark¬ 
able and courageous woman 
and a great civil rights 
leader," President George 
Bush said, according to 
CNN.com. 

She was described as a 
“staunch freedom fighter” by 
Jesse Jackson. King planned 
her husband’s funeral in a 
couple of days, and then re¬ 
turned to Memphis where he 
was assassinated, and fin¬ 
ished the march he’d 
planned. 

According to The King 
Center, King received “hon¬ 
orary doctorates from more 
than 60 colleges and univer¬ 
sities. 

She wrote three books and 
a nationally-syndicated col¬ 


umn and served on and 
helped found dozens of or¬ 
ganizations, including the 
Black Leadership Forum, the 
National Black Coalition for 
Voter Participation, and the 
Black Leadership Round¬ 
table.” 

King died Jan. 31 in 
Mexico, and was buried be¬ 
side her husband in Atlanta 
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at the King Center. 

Jacob Lawrence was a 
notable painter bom in 1917 
whose work consisted of so¬ 
cial themes detailing the Af¬ 
rican American experience. 

Details in his paintings 
were “expressed in color¬ 
fully angular, simplified, ex¬ 
pressive and richly decora¬ 


tive figurative effects,” ac¬ 
cording to Yahoo reference. 

Lawrence created many 
paintings in series including 
“The Migration.” These 
paintings depict the move of 
many black Americans from 
the mral South to northern 
cities. Lawrence died in 
2000, but he lives on through 
his paintings. 

Paul Laurence Dunbar 
was the first African Ameri¬ 
can poet to be nationally rec¬ 
ognized and accepted. Bom 
to escaped slaves, Dunbar 
paved the way for many 
other black writers including 
Harlem Renaissance writer 
Langston Hughes. 

Dunbar was “ honored 
with a ceremonial sword by 
President Theodore 
Roosevelt,” according to the 
Wikipedia Encyclopedia. 

Satchel Paige, 1906-82, 
was a legendary American 
baseball player in the Negro 


baseball leagues. Paige is 
credited with more than 50 
no-hitters. 

In 1948, he joined the 
Cleveland Indians of the 
American League, and be¬ 
came the first Negro league 
star inducted into the Base¬ 
ball Hall of Fame. 

Daisy Bates, 1914-1999, 
is most famous for her work 
in the integration of Central 
High School in Little Rock, 
Ark. As an adviser to the 
Little Rock Nine, the stu¬ 
dents who integrated the 
school, she became one of 
the Civil Rights Movement’s 
well-known activists. 

As a journalist and pub¬ 
lisher Bates wrote “The 
Long Shadow of Little 
Rock” about her experience. 
It became a fundamental text 
in the history of American 
race relations, according to 
www.galegroup.com. 


TJC says farewell to 2 who helped develop campus 


By Jennifer Salsgiver 
Staff Writer 

Former Trustee Dr. Eugene Allen 


Dr. Eugene Allen, 96, 
who died Jan. 9 served TJC 
as a tmstee for 33 years. A 
practicing dentist, he lead the 
way to establishing the den¬ 
tal hygiene program here. 

“His daughter, Sarah 
Allen Hoover, came through 
the program,” Carrie Hobbs, 
dental hygiene department 
chair, said. 

Honored as outstanding 
dentist of the year, Allen was 
elected president of Texas 
Academy of General Den¬ 
tistry. Allen was also a mem¬ 


ber of Texas Dental Associa¬ 
tion, American Dental Asso¬ 
ciation and Smith Country 
Dental Society. 

Dr. Allen was bom March 
26,1910, to Royl James and 
Pearl Estelle Allen. 

Mathematics Instructor 
George Tefteller, who served 
as a pallbearer, said Dr. Allen 
was “instmmental in begin¬ 
ning Tennis Tech.” Dr. 
Allen’s involvement contrib¬ 
uted to estabhshing a varsity 
tennis team. TJC tennis 
teams coached by John 


Peterson, a Health and Ki¬ 
nesiology Instructor, have 
since won 20 national titles. 

“We played doubles for 25 
years ... we played every 
Thursday,” Tefteller said. 
“Dr. Allen was very caring, 
loved his family, loved TJC, 
loved work and loved ten¬ 
nis.” 

Survivors include his two 
sons, two daughters, two 
brothers and seven grand¬ 
children. He was buried Jan. 
13 in Rose Hill Cemetery. 


Manager Bill Parker 

Bill J. Parker, retired physical plant director, died Jan. 12 
at age 78. Parker was bom March 20, 1927 to Jewel and 
Ross Parker. He married Martha Ann Ingram on Oct. 13, 
1950. Parker grew up with four brothers, all now deceased, 
who all worked in constmetion. Parker’s sister, Ida Geraldine 
Parker, lives in Tyler. 

Parker served as superintendent of McKinney and Parker 
General Contractors for 40 years before he joined the TJC 
management team in 1978. He retired from TJC in 1996. 

“He was easy going, real friendly. Help you out anyway 
he could,” Building Maintenance Supervisor Kevin Lampin 
said. As a supervisor, Parker hosted company picnics at his 
ranch. “He was a good person,” Lampin said. 

Survivors include his wife, Martha; daughters, Suzaane 
Rachell, Dr. Karen Parker-Kilgore; sons-in-law. Dale 
Rachell and Kevin Kilgore; four grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Parker was buried in Rose Hill Cemetery Jan. 14. 
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Guy gifts often out-of-touch 


By Kelli Brown 
Staff Writer 

When Feb. 14 rolls around 
it unfortunately reminds us 
that guys are so difficult to 
h y for. Some gifts they 
received show how far 
v M.;t of touch their girlfriends 
have gone. 

Daniel Burkhalter, 19, 
said, “The worst gift I ever 
received from a female was 
a large stuffed teddy bear. 
Boys don’t play with teddy 
bears.” 

The problem is most 
women don’t realize what 
type of reaction they will get. 


so they take their chances 
and hope for the best. 

“Something more benefi¬ 
cial would have been a bet¬ 
ter gift,” Burkhalter said. 

Business management 
major Jesse Kennedy, 19, 
said, “My worst gift would 
have to be a lovey dovey 
card, because it was too com¬ 
mon, too simple and too bor¬ 
ing. She didn’t go out of her 
way enough. Something that 
has significance to the rela¬ 
tionship would have been a 
better gift, rather than some¬ 
thing expected,” Kennedy 
said. 


Matthew Malley, 18, said, 
“The worst and best gift I 
ever received from a woman 
was a boa constrictor. That’s 
the only gift I’ve ever got¬ 
ten. Any guy would agree 
that lots and lots of video 
games would suit us just 
fine,” Malley said. 

Pre-pharmacy major Cody 
Basinger, 18, said, “Unfortu¬ 
nately, the worst gift I’ve 
ever received was a man 
thong. What am I going to 
do with a man thong?” 

“The perfect gift would be 
a pass to play golf at 
Bethpage Black Golf Course 


where the U.S. Open is “pink” teddy bear. Pink 
held,” Basinger said. teddy bears don’t suit me 

Kinesiology major Bran- very well. Anything but a 
don Thompson, 20, said, “I pink teddy bear would have 
guess the worst gift I have been just fine,” Thompson 
ever gotten from a girl was a said. 
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Love 


Better to please women with creativity instead of cash 


By Brandye Hughes 
Staff Writer 

Every year we all wonder 
what to do for Valentine’s 
Day that isn’t as expensive 
as the diamond necklace 
bought last year. Finding an 
inexpensive alternative to 
dinner at Olive Garden and 
a $100 gift is easy with the 
use of a little creativity. 

Dietetics major Jennifer 
Ci,? 'ly,19, remembers go¬ 
ing to a park last Valentine’s 
Day and sharing spaghetti 
and a cookie cake with her 


date. 

Karl Fulmer, 22, charms 
his fiancee with flowers from 
Brookshire’s, where he can 
get a dozen roses for $ 11.99. 
He also suggests a little sur¬ 
prise. Get a piece of card¬ 
board and decorate it a little, 
maybe with some pietures of 
you and your sweetie, then 
write out three different date 
plans. Cut out three flaps 
from the cardboard and glue 
the dates under each window 
so that your date can choose 
where you go. 


Business major Jennifer 
Fields, 18, enjoys going out 
to a pasture with her fiance 
and sitting on a blanket look¬ 
ing at the stars. 



Other inexpensive dates or 
gifts include bowling, skat¬ 
ing, putt putt, renting mov¬ 
ies and getting a Sonic 
Sweetheart Brownie Blast. 

Making a coupon book is 
easy on the computer or 
hand-written. Little slips of 
paper can say, “Good for one 
free massage”, or maybe a 
ticket that says “We’ll watch 
a movie together,” whether 
it’s a macho-guy movie or a 
sappy love story. 

Making a love song CD is 
always a good gift idea. You 


can listen or dance to it to¬ 
gether. Some good country 
love songs include “Memo¬ 
ries of Us” by Keith Urban, 
“Keeper of the Stars” by 
Tracy Byrd, “Must Be Do¬ 
ing Something Right” by 
Billy Currington, “Your 
Man” by Josh Turner, “Me 
and You” by Kenny 
Chesney, “You Got a Way” 
by Shania Twain, and 
“Whenever You Come 
Around” by Vince Gill. 
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in the air 

Flowers, sweets make great gifts 


By Valerie Taliaferro 
Staff Writer 

With Valentine’s Day just 
around the comer, many are 
debating on what to buy for 
that special someone. 

Most will probably wait 
until the last minute and or¬ 
der flowers the day before. 
After taking a look at Febm- 
ary flower prices, they might 
reconsider. 

The popular Valentine’s 
Day favorite of a dozen red 
roses will cost an average of 
$66. The least expensive are 


$35 at 1800flowers.com. A 
couple of local florists. Flow¬ 
ers by Lou Ann and Flowers 
by Ela, quoted $90 for a 
dozen long-stem red roses. 

Maybe another type, of 
flower is a better choice. 
Visit Bloomfresh.com where 
a dozen carnations cost 
$39.95, or 1800flowers.com 
to buy two dozen carnations 
for $39.99. 

Other affordable alterna¬ 
tives to the traditional roses 
include tuhps and hhes. Most 
florists charge from $30-$50 


for these popular blooms. 

Maybe purchasing flow¬ 
ers that will never wither is 
a good option. 

1800flowers.com offers a 
bouquet of silk roses for 
$24.99 and Red Barn on 
South Broadway sells a 
single silk rose in a vase for 
$15. 

For those shopping to sat¬ 
isfy their sweetie’s sweet 
tooth, chocolates or cookies 
are options. They can find 
many affordable treats at 
collinstreet.com including a 


strawberry cheesecake for 
$26.95 or assorted choco¬ 
lates for $24.95. 

A romantic favorite, 
chocolate -overed strawber¬ 
ries, costs $34.95 at 
1800flowers.com, and 
Hershey’s Kisses in a heart- 
shaped tin cost $19.99. 

Whether selecting a sweet 
treat or flowers, remember to 
mark your calendar for Feb. 
14 and make plans to spend 
a romantic evening with 
your Valentine. 




To: Jared Davis 
From: Lindsay 

You rock my world. I love you so much, baby. 

To: SW 
From: DW 

He comes from Netal in search of it all. 

He found this place to study with grace. 

He always has a smile on his handsome face. 
Success is his interest 
And in time it will come. 

Happy Valentine's Day 

To: Squirrel 
From: Boo 

Squirrel please! You know I love you...Boo 



To: Danielle R. 

From: Tim J. 

"Keep reaching for the stars, but never cease to brighten the sky." 

I love you. 

To: Trey Hudson 
From: Kelli Brown 

WILL YOU BE MY VALENTINE? OH, WAIT, YOU ALREADY ARE! 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
From the TJC News Staff 
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Music faculty to perform 
in recital tomorrow 

The Music and Dance Department will present a fac¬ 
ulty recital at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow. Featured faculty 
will include Music Instructor Larry Marta on the organ 
and The Rose City Brass Quintet. 

The Quintet includes instructors Michael Oglesby 
and Tim Schodowski on trumpets, Melanie Pigg play¬ 
ing the horn, Band Director Tom Mensch on trom¬ 
bone, and Music Instmctor Heather Mensch on bass 
trombone. 

They will perform works by Sting, Puccini, 
Monteverdi, Mozart, Michael Kamen and Thunder and 
Blazes. Admission is free. Call 903-510-2214 for more 
information. 

Writing lab offers help 
with papers, applications 

For the past six years students needing assistance on 
writing assignments could get help from various tutors 
in the TJC Writing Lab in room J1108. The Writing 
Lab offers assistance on any writing assignment includ¬ 
ing essays, literary analysis, letters of recoraendation, 
applications for college basically any writing assignment 
TJC students might have. 

Tutors are available during lab hours and are willing 
to help with any part of the writing process from creat¬ 
ing story ideas to punctuation and spelling corrections. 
Even though the tutors assist mainly with the writing 
process, their goal is to educate students on how to suc¬ 
cessfully correct their own papers. Overall, the organi¬ 
zation strives to encourage and help students to improve 
their own writing of the English language. 

English Instructor Terry Spearman manages the Lab, 
assisted by Mandy Stubblefield and Jacob Huval, who 
also teach Enghsh. The Writing Lab takes walk-in ap¬ 
pointments, but appointments scheduled ahead of time 
are absolutely guaianteed. The lab is open from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
‘ Wednesdays and Thursdays. __ - ; 

Questions? Comments? 

Let us hear what you have to say 
Send emails to: 

tjcnews @ tjc.edu 


-News 

Burning ban continues in 
some counties, lifted in others 


By Kathleen Bazil 
Staff Writer 


In the past few weeks. 
Smith County has gotten a 
little taste of much needed 
rain. Currently, Smith 
County is 19 inches behind 
for 2005-2006 overall rain¬ 
fall. 

Burning bans were 
dropped Monday, Jan. 30 by 
the Commissioners Court, 
but “could be reinstated if 
Smith County doesn’t get 
some more rain,” Assistant 
Fire Marshall Connie 
Wasson said. 

“The wildfire risk is a 
combination of factors,” Vet¬ 
eran Tyler Weatherman Dr. 
Robert Peters said. “The 
amount of rainfall, tempera¬ 
ture, humidity, wind speed 
and the state of vegetation, 
which is dormant during the 
winter, all are factors of the 
wildfire risk,” the retired 
dean of university studies 
said. 

If we stay at the normal 
level of rainfall, the burning 
ban should stay off, but if 
not, any of those factors 
could cause the ban to be re¬ 
instated. 

The grass and wild fires 
the past month have con¬ 
sumed more than 1,170 
acres. The leading cause for 
fires are people being 
thoughtless, careless, ignor¬ 
ing the burning ban and 
burning outdoor trash. 

Some grass fires are a re¬ 
sult of people throwing their 
cigeirette butts out the win¬ 
dow. One spark is all it takes 
to start a fire with the wind 
and dry grass. Mary, from 


Smith County Fire 
Marshall’s office, reminds 
people to dispose of their 
cigarette butts properly. “Not 
only is it endangering more 
people. It is illegal!!” she re¬ 
minded bluntly. 

The burning ban was in 
effect from Dec. 27,2005 to 
Jan. 30, but many people 
choose to ignore it. The ban 
could be reinstated today. 

Unfortunately bad judg¬ 
ment, deliberately burning 
trash and carelessness with 
cigarette butts have caused 
10 vehicles to be damaged 
and six vehicles and one 
structure to be completely 
destroyed. Citations for 
these offenses are decided by 
a judge and fines can range 
from $500 to $1,000. 

Tyler area Volunteer Fire 
Departments are ever alert 
for fire calls. They have an¬ 
swered more than 655 calls 
for service from Dec. 27, 
2005 to Jan. 30. 

The area Volunteer Fire 
Departments have saved 29 
vehicles, 45 round bales of 
hay, six bams and more than 
50 homes. The appreciation 
the property owners have for 
the volunteer firefighters is 
powerful. 

Mrs. Julie and her family 
of northwest Tyler were out 
of town for Christmas vaca¬ 
tion when they received a 
call from neighbors. A fire 
had started on the property 
adjoining theirs, when 
someone’s grill overheated, 
causing the grass beneath to 
ignite. 

The fire rapidly spread, 
consuming the front acreage 


where their two horses were 
penned. Watchful neighbors 
noticed the smoke and came 
to investigate, quickly call¬ 
ing the Volunteer Fire De¬ 
partment. Other people from 
the neighborhood also 
jumped in, helping to keep 
the fire from burning down 
the bam which was filled to 
the rafters with round bales 
of hay, an estimated value of 
$30,000. 

Mrs. Julie’s family’s first 
concern was if the horses 
were ok. Fortunately, the 
horses had fled to the comer 
of the property where there 
was a pond, escaping the 
threatening flames. 

Upon returning home and 
seeing the damage and the 
path of the fire, the mother 
was surprised to see how bad 
the damage really was. The 
estimated loss was $10,000 
for the acreage and fences 
burned, but it could have 
been much more. 

The fire came to the edge 
of the bam, scorching one 
side, went around the comer 
of the bam and between the 
house and farm equipment. 
The bam was spared because 
of neighbors’ quick actions, 
but Mrs. Julie called the 
house and farm equipment 
being spared “an act of 
God!” 

A month after the fire 
threatened their cattle farm, 
Mrs. F still wonders why 
their property was spared. 
“When I walk outside I’m 
just amazed and give a short 
prayer of thanksgiving to 
God.” 
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Religious organizations offer free lunches, activities 


By Kelly Dry 
Staff Writer 

Faith-based organiza¬ 
tions offer free lunches and 
activities in their buildings 
for all TJC students. 

The Wesley Foundation 
and the Baptist Student 
Ministry can be found on 
Baxter Street just across 
from the White Administra¬ 
tion Service Center. 

The Wesley Foundation 
is sponsored by Methodist 
churches and directed by 
the Rev. Dan Conway. Lo¬ 
cated behind College 
Books, Wesley Foundation 


hosts a Java Jumpstart from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. every Monday. 
This “Free Coffee Day” is 
open for all students. 

Monday afternoons at 2:15 
p.m., “Ignite: Fired Up Faith” 
meets. 

“This is a time for group 
discussion about how the 
Holy Spirit ignited faith in 
Christ in the book of Acts, and 
how we, too, can become 
‘Fired Up’ by the power of 
God’s presence and grace,” 
Conway said. 

Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m., the Wesley Founda¬ 
tion serves a free lunch spon¬ 


sored by different local 
churches each week. 

Lakeview Methodist Con¬ 
ference Center plans an All- 
Campus Retreat, sponsored 
by the Wesley Foundation 
Feb. 24-26. 

Bob Hartman from 
Hartman International Min¬ 
istries in Nashville will speak 
about “Christian Apolo¬ 
getics 101,” a way for Chris¬ 
tians to explain their faith to 
others. The Wesley Founda¬ 
tion mission is “To discover, 
discern, and develop your 
place in God’s world,” 
Conway said. 


Next door is the Baptist 
Student Ministry, directed by 
Dr. Mark Jones. The BSM 
serves free noon lunches 
Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. During lunch, a 
member of the church spon¬ 
soring the lunch that week 
presents a short devotional. 

The mission of BSM is, 
“To build a caring and 
Christ-centered community 
that seeks to involve students 
from a variety of back¬ 
grounds to lead them to dis¬ 
cover their identity in Christ, 
discover their unique gifts 
and learn to activate those 


gifts to bless God and oth¬ 
ers,” Jones said. 

“The Vintage” Thursday 
nights at 8 p.m. offers wor¬ 
ship, a short, large group in-: 
troduction, followed by; 
small group Bible study. Stu¬ 
dents can build relationships 
with one another and learn 
more of the Bible. 

BSM plans a date auction 
Feb. 16. The college guys, 
will plan a creative date, and. 
the women will bid for the 
best date. The money they 
earn will help fund mission, 
projects. 


TEXAS A&M 


UNI V E R 


COMMERCE 


100+ Programs of Study 
17:1 Student/Faculty Ratio 
45 minutes from the DFW metroplex area 
125+ Student Organizations and Activities 
$40+ million in financial aid and scholarships 


It ail adds up: 

Your Success Is 
Our Business 


An A&M-Commerce representative will be on your campus: 

Candace Eldridge 

February 15, 2006 
9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
Jenkins Building 

WWW.TAMU-COMMERCE.EDU 

888.868.2682 







1421 S. Baxter (next to College Books) 

FREE Coffee and Espresso Drinks | 
Mondays, 8 a.m.-l p.m. 

Ignite Bible Study, Mondays, 2rl5*p.m, 

... ... .... s’ . . 

FREE Lunch Tuesdays, 11 a.m.'^ l p; 

All-Campus Retreat @ Lakeview - FebMar|i24- 
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Sports 


Basketball team courts winning record this season 


By Nathan Hague 
Staff Writer 

After the Apaches Men’s 
Basketball Team’s 8-0 start, 
the Paris Junior College 
Dragons handed them their 
first loss Dec. 7 in a real nail- 
biter at Wagstaff Gymna¬ 
sium. 

Paris was up by 11 points 
in the second half, but the 
Apaches fought hard, and 
tied it up in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. The game ended with a 
six point loss for TJC. 

TJC rebounded to win the 
next two games, a 115-43 
pounding of Shorter College 
from Little Rock. The sixth 
man Tyrone Cole-Scott, ex¬ 
ploded for 23 points. 

The next game was all 
TJC as they manhandled 
Northwestern Louisiana 


State 114-51. Trey Gilder led 
Apache scoring with 25 
points. 

Just as it seemed nothing 
could go wrong, everything 
did. Justin Johnson’s 28 
points were not enough to 
save the Apaches in their 82- 
80 loss to Angelina College. 
TJC Center Schyler King 
went down with an ankle in¬ 
jury, and took the team with 
him. 

The Apaches, in a seven- 
game losing streak in Janu¬ 
ary, neither won a game nor 
scored 80 points after that. 

"The loss of Schyler hurt 
our depth chart, and really 
took us out of our comfort 
zone," Coach Mike Marquis 
said. "It was a weird injury. 
When it first happened, it 
looked like he just rolled it. 


but when looking at it on 
tape, I knew it was a serious 
injury." 

With the loss of King, TJC 
played with an eight-man 
roster. Marquis said he is 
proud of how these guys 
have stepped up and ma¬ 
tured. "Ifeanyi Koggu has 
really developed into the 
point guard role and become 
a real leader. 

Trey Gilder has also 
helped pick up a lot of the 
pieces. Overall, the whole 
team has matured and 
stepped up significantly," 
Marquis said. He knows he 
has eight guys who put up a 
fight, game-in and game-out. 

Reid Kerr, assistant inter¬ 
collegiate athletics director 
said, "We’ve been in every 
game we’ve lost. Just a 


missed shot here and a bad 
mistake there is what’s cost 
us the games that we’ve 
lost." 

"We have to start winning 
some games again, but it’s 
not time to hit the panic but¬ 
ton yet," he said. 

Kerr is correct. After an 8- 
0 start the team has nine 
games more to play. Marquis 
said it is too early to look past 
the next game, and better to 
take one game at a time. 
King has practiced with the 
team and is expected to be 
back by Feb. 11. 

The Apaches have a shot 
at revenge Feb. 11 when they 
go to Paris to try to defeat the 
Dragons, the team respon¬ 
sible for their first loss. 

Coach Marquis said he 
hopes Schyler King will be 


100 percent. "Paris is an out¬ 
standing team with a great 
defense. If we make the easy 
shots that we need to make, 
things will come much 
easier," he said. A healthy 
King at center might be all 
the Apaches need to win. 

Despite an eight-man ros¬ 
ter, Marquis has confidence 
because any one of his play¬ 
ers can put up 20-plus points 
any day. They hope to find 
themselves in the Region 14 
Tournament at Wagstaff 
Gymnasium. 

Home court advantage is 
usually a perk, but only one 
team in the district has won 
the tournament at home. "I 
think it’s a curse," Marquis 
said. Maybe it is, but don’t 
assume these Apaches can’t 
break that curse. 


Golf teams expect 
to continue good run 

By Trey Foster 
Staff Writer 

Most community colleges have basketball and foot¬ 
ball teams, but rarely do you hear about golf TJC is an 
exception. 

“We don’t really have one great player. We just have 
a lot of excellent ones,” Coach Sandy Terry said with a 
smile. 

Terry has had plenty of reasons to smile about his 
program. Both men’s and women's teams have placed 
in the national tournament each of the last five years. 
This season both teams have finished in the top 10 in 
every tournament they have played . 

“We have had a good start to the season. I just hope 
it continues,” Coach Terry said. 

The women will tee it up again Feb. 28 at Mill Creek 
Golf Course in Temple. 

The men’s team will play March 6 in the TJC Tour¬ 
nament at Eagle’s Bluff Golf Course near Bullard. 


Tennis teams hold 20 national titles 


By Sonier Elder 
Staff Writer 

The TJC Tennis Team has 
enjoyed a long and illustri¬ 
ous record as one of the top 
tennis teams in the United 
States. 

Presently the women’s 
and men’s teams both rank 
No. 3 in the National Junior 
College Athletic Associa¬ 
tion. In the last 20 years the 
teams have won more than 
20 National Championships. 

Tennis Coach John 
Peterson has high expecta¬ 
tions for his team. After 
coaching for 18 years, “we 
are very used to success,” 
Coach Peterson said. The 
team consists of six women 
and 14 men. 

The tennis season offi¬ 


cially started Jan. 28 with the 
women playing Louisiana 
State University, in Division 
1, in the Northwestern Con¬ 
ference. 

His only concern, he said, 
is that the women’s team is 
young and, with only six 
players, they cannot afford 
any injuries. Ame Blacketer 
is the only returning player 
from last year. 

Returning for the men’s 
team are Justin Wimpee, 
Connor Smith, Amrith 
Narasinhan and Isaac 
Anders. 

The men’s team has held 
the No. 1NJCAA champion¬ 
ships ranking for 13 years 
consecutively. 

One reason for the team’s 


success, Peterson said, is the 
sterling contribution of Dr. 
Eugene Allen who died in 
January(see related story on 
page 3). 

He developed the tennis 
program to be the success it 
is today. Allen’s unstinting 
dedication has led to one of 
the best tennis teams in the 
NJCAA, Peterson said. 

Another reason for the 
team’s exemplary record is 
that “Tyler is a good tennis 
town. There is a tradition of 
excellence in this town” 
Peterson said. 

TJC plans to construct a 
new tennis center in 2006 
complete with a club house 
and other amenities, 
Peterson said. 










